12.

13.

14.

Alternative energy systems must not be in-
stalled until approval in writing from the ap-
plicable utility company has been provided to
the city during the permit process. Off-grid
systems are exempt from this requirement.
There must not be any signage on alternative
energy systems, except those that may be
required by the applicable utility company
and/or the international construction codes
and national electric codes as adopted by the
city.

Said system(s) must only produce electric
power for individual use on the assessor par-
cel(s) on which they are located. Power gen-
erated in excess of the needs of the individual
use may be returned to the grid.

General regulations
Alternative Energy Systems
Affixed to a Building

For parcels of land zoned for single family resi-
dential uses, there must not be more than two
alternative energy systems that are affixed to a
building(s) for each assessor parcel number on
which the system(s) are located, unless a condi-
tional use permit is obtained in accordance with
Chapter 17.08 of the city code.

For parcels of land zoned for all other uses, there
must not be more than five alternative energy
systems that are affixed to a building(s) for each
assessor parcel number on which the system(s)
are located, unless a conditional use permit is
obtained in accordance with Chapter 17.08 of the
city code.

For an alternative energy system that is affixed to
a building, the minimum setback from the tower
to the property boundaries of the installation site
are the same as those established for the zoning
district in which the system is located.

General Regulations
Alternative Energy Systems
Affixed to the Ground

There must not be more than two alternative
energy systems that are affixed to the ground
for each assessor parcel number, unless a con-
ditional use permit is obtained in accordance
with Chapter 17.08 of the city code.

For an alternative energy system that is affixed
to the ground, the minimum setback from the
tower to the property boundaries of the installa-
tion site must be at least the reclining height of
the system.
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Alternative Energy
Systems

Purpose

It is the purpose of this regulation to pro-
mote the safe, effective and efficient use of
alternative energy systems installed to re-
duce the on-site consumption of utility sup-
plied electricity. Alternative energy systems
include, but are not limited to horizontal-
axis wind turbine systems, vertical-axis
wind turbine systems, and photovoltaic sys-
tems. Said systems may be affixed to a
building or to the ground. These regulations
do not apply to wind farms, which are pro-
hibited within the city limits.

Definitions

“Alternative energy system” means an ener-
gy conversion system, which is intended to
primarily augment on-site consumption of
utility power.

“Height” means the vertical distance of an
alternative energy system measured from
the adjacent grade of the fixed portion of the
system or building (when a system is af-
fixed to a building) to the highest point of
the system at its fully extended height.

“Horizontal-axis wind turbine system”
means a wind energy conversion system
that may consist of a tower, rotor with
blades, and associated control or conver-
sion electronics. The axis of rotation of
the blades is parallel to the ground.

“Photovoltaic system” means an energy con-
version system that may consist of an array
comprised of photovoltaic cells, a supporting
structure, and associated control or conversion
electronics. The supporting structure may be
fixed or movable by automatic or manual
means.

“Vertical-axis wind turbine system” means a
wind energy conversion system that may con-
sist of a tower, rotor with blades, and associat-
ed control or conversion electronics. The axis
of rotation of the blades is perpendicular to the
ground.

“Wind farm” means a group of wind turbines
in the same location used primarily for produc-
tion of electric power for use beyond the asses-
sor parcel(s) on which they are located.

General Regulations

All alternative energy systems are subject to
the regulations set forth below.

1. Alternative energy systems are permitted in
any zoning districts.

2. An alternative energy system is considered
an accessory use and is permitted only in
conjunction with a primary use. Said sys-
tems may only be located behind the front
yard setback.

3. The number of systems permitted on an as-
sessor parcel number is counted based on
how they are affixed and not cumulatively.

4. Together, the alternative energy systems lo-
cated on an assessor parcel number must
not exceed the rated demand for the use on
said parcel, by more than one hundred
twenty five percent, as determined by the
applicable utility company.

5. An alternative energy system is limited to a
height of sixty feet or less.

6.

10.

11.

An alternative energy system with a
height above sixty feet up to one hun-
dred feet, requires a conditional use
permit in accordance with Chapter
17.08 of the city code.

Alternative energy systems must not
be located within easements of any
type.

Alternative energy systems must be
designed, installed, and operated so
that the systems do not make any
loud, unnecessary, or offensive noise
or any noise which may reasonably be
anticipated to annoy, disturb, injure or
endanger the comfort, slumber, peace,
health or safety of any reasonable per-
son or persons of normal sensitivity,
whether due to volume or duration or
both and shall not exceed 60 DBA, as
measured at ground level at the near-
est inhabited dwelling unit, except
during short-term events such as utili-
ty outages and/or severe wind storms.
Alternative energy systems must re-
main the painted or finished color that
was originally applied by the manu-
facturer.

The installation of an alternative en-
ergy system requires a permit and
must comply with all applicable pro-
visions of the latest edition of the In-
ternational Construction Codes and
National Electrical Codes as adopted
by the city.

Alternative energy systems must com-
ply with all applicable FAA regula-
tions, including any necessary approv-
als for installations close to any air-
port or heliport.




